U.S. Department of Justice

Washington, DC 20530

“OCT 0.6 2016

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama
Alabama State Capitol

600 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Governor Bentley:

We write to inform you that the United States Department of Justice is commencing an
investigation into the conditions of correctional facilities housing male prisoners within the
Alabama Department of Corrections, pursuant to the Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons
Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1997, In conducting the investigation, we will determine whether there are
systematic violations of the Constitution of the United States, Specifically, we will investigate
whether Alabama: (1) adequately protects prisoners from physical harm and sexual abuse at the
hands of other prisoners; (2) adequately protects prisoners from use of excessive force and staff
sexual abuse by correctional officers; and (3) provides prisoners with sanitary, secure, and safe
living conditions.

We have not reached any conclusions about the subject matter of the investigation,
During our investigation, we will consider all relevant information, including the efforts the State
has undertaken to ensure compliance with the Constitution. We will also offer to provide
recommendations on ways to improve conditions in the Alabama Department of Corrections
facilities that house male prisoners, when appropriate. If we conclude that there are not systemic
constitutional violations, we will notify you that we are closing the investigation. If, on the other
hand, we conclude that there are such violations, we will inform you of the findings and attempt
to work with the State of Alabama to remedy any such violations. In addition, we will identify
any financial, technical, or other assistance the United States may be able to provide to assist the
- State in correcting the identified deficiencies. In our many years of enforcing the Civil Rights of
Institutionalized Persons Act, the good faith efforts of State, County, and local jurisdictions
working with us have routinely enabled us to resolve our claims without resort to contested
litigation.

We invite the State to cooperate with our investigation, and we can assure you that we
will seek to minimize any potential disruption our investigation may have on the operations of
the Alabama Depariment of Corrections. Our Special Litigation Section and the United States
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- Attorney’s Offices for the Northern Middle, and Southern Districts of Alabama will be handling
the investigation end will contact your office to discuss the next steps. Special Litigation Section
Chief Steven H. Rosenbaum can be reached at (202) 616-3244,

Sineerely yours,

Venita Gupta
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Joyedi White Vance
Uniteld States Attorney
Notthern District of Alabama
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GeorgeY... Beck

United States Attorney
Middle District of Alabama
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enyen R Brown
United States Attorney
Southern District of Alabama

c¢:  Luther Strange
Attorey General
State of Alabama

Jeff Dunn
Comrrtissioner
Alabama Department of Corrections
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Willie Thomas

Bib Correctional Facility
565 Bibb Lane

Brent, AL 35034

Derrick Carter

Bullock Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 5107

Union Springs, AL 36089-5107

Leon Bolling

Donaldson Correctional Facility
100 Warrior Lane

Bessemer, AL 35203-7299

Edward Ellington

Draper Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 1107

Elmore, AL 36025

Walter Meyers

Easterling Correctional Facility
200 Wallace Drive

Cilo, AL 36017-2615

Joseph Headley

Elmore Correctional Facility
3520 Marion Spillway Road
Elmore, AL 36025

Cynthia Stewart

Fountain Correctional Facility
Fountain 3800

Atmore, AL 36503-3800

Gwendolyn Givens
Hamilton Aged & Infirmed
223 Sasser Drive
Hamilton, Al. 35570

Acting Warden

Holman Correctional Facility
Holman 3700

Atmore, AL 36503-3700

Phyllis J. Billups

Kilby Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 150

Mt. Meigs, AL 36057

Christopher Gordy

Limestone Correctional Facility
28779 Nick Davis Road
Harvest, AL 35749

Dewayne Estes

St. Clair Correctional Facility
1000 St. Clair Road
Springville, AL 35146

Leeposey Daniels

Staton Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 56

Elmore, AL 36025

Karla Walker Jones

Ventress Correctional Facility
379 Alabama Highway 239 North
Clayton, AL 36016



