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ESSA

0 ESSA requires uniform statewide criteria

o Establish and implement, with timely and meaningful
consultation with local educational agencies
representing the geographic diversity of the State,
standardized statewide entrance and exit procedures,
including a requirement that all students who may be
English learners are assessed for such status within 30
days of enrollment in a school in the State.

O Requires each state to describe how it will develop and
implement standardized procedures (no deadline yet)
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EL Identification

0 Best practices (preschool):

OPreschool language screeners (Not required in AL, is
required in 16 states)
m|dentify ELs at young age
m Understand abilities in both languages
mAssign qualified teachers and/or provide PD
m Help with transitions to kindergarten

oCommunication with families in home lanquage
OTracking enrollment of ELs in preschool (AL does this)
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EL Identification

0 Best Practices (K-12):
oPlacement quickly follows identification

OProvide assistance to families with home language
survey (in home language) and continue
communication

aVarying levels of English language proficiency (ELP)-
align students with most-qualified teachers

O Assess and use native language abilities to inform
ability level and placement
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EL Exit

o Alabama’s exit criteria-uses composite score of 4.8 (as of 2014)
O States range from 4.0-6.0

O Look at specific domain scores (reading, writing, listening and speaking);
composite provides limited data

0 Include multiple measures beyond ELP

O 14 states use multiple measures (standardized test(s), teacher
recommendation, multiple ELP domain scores, team decision)

o Weyer (2015): Exiting criteria based on explained variance in 5" grade
achievement (from 4t grade measures)
m ELP only: 35-38%
m State standardized literacy assessment: additional 24-28%
m Native language literacy (In kindergarten): additional 12%

Illflll\l\l NATIONAL CONFERENCE of STATE LEGISLATURES




EL Exit

o Improved exiting procedures avoid:
O Premature exiting (leading to frustration and lower achievement)
O Late exiting (social and educational stigmas, long-term ELs)

0 Research demonstrates ELs need 4-7 years to fully acquire
second language for academic purposes (be comprehensive
and careful when exiting before this timeframe)

o ESSA requires identification of ELs in lanquage programming
for five years or more (Long-Term ELs)

O This will help identify students and target services
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English Language Proficiency Standards

0 States must demonstrate in their Title | plans that they
have adopted ELP standards that:

O Derived from the four recognized domains of speaking,
listening, reading, and writing

O Address the different proficiency levels of ELs
O Are aligned with the state’s academic standards

0 ESSA specifies that states may not be required to submit
their English proficiency standards to ED for review and
prohibits the Secretary from exercising any direction or
control over a state’s standards.
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ELP Standards

0 Align ELP standards with ELP assessment

0 WiDA state-Assessment Services Supporting ELs
through Technology Systems (ASSETS)
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State Examples

0 Learning for English Academic Proficiency and Success
Act (LEAPS, Minnesota H.F. 2397, 2014)

o WA H.B. 1541 (2016)

o Language Opportunity for Our Kids Act (LOOK,
Massachusetts S.B. 2421, Pending)

o Technology: AZ H.B. 2707 (2016) & UT 5.B.148 (2014)

o Seals of biliteracy (pathways, 20 states plus D.C.):
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/state-seals-
of-biliteracy.aspx
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http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/state-seals-of-biliteracy.aspx

Raising Achievement/Best Practices

o Take a systemic, comprehensive approach (no silver

bu

\

ets!)

High-quality PreK (AL currently serving 16% of 4-year-old ELs)

ative language instruction and assessment

Preschool language screeners

O Effective family engagement

O Teacher and administrator support (PD)
O Transitions to K-12

O Accountability & monitoring (data!)

O Bilingualism/dual-immersion
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Resources

o Dual Language Learners: State 0
Student Succeeds Act
(http://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/

ntions Under the Every

Documents/educ/Proof

CP%26D %20Duallanguage.pdf)

o Early Learning and Support Portal Page-Legislation,

research, best practices, trends

(http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/early-

learning.aspx)
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http://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/educ/Proof_CP&D_ DualLanguage.pdf
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/early-learning.aspx

Contact

0 Email: matthew.weyer@ncsl.org

0 Phone:(303) 856-1424
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